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Please pray for David Russell, Audrey La Brooy, Eric McNally, Gwen
Taylor, Naomi Briggs, Fiona Jones, Marg Shilton and James Mathews.

The High Street Uniting
Church, Frankston
community acknowledges
the Bunurong people as the
traditional owners and
custodians of the land on
which the church buildings
stand. We remember their
ancestors with respect and
commit ourselves to work for
reconciliation and justice for
indigenous people.
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Meet the Ministry Team

Meet the Ministry Team

Rev David
Fotheringham

Minister
Ph: 0407861092
davidfoth7@gmail.com
Available: Tues-Sun

Hannah Dungan
Youth Coordinator
frankstonucyouth@
gmail.com
Thurs & Fri Afternoons,
&Most Sundays

RevEmma
Brenda
Cooper
Lindenburg
Pastoral
Care
Playgroup
Coordinator
Coordinator
Fri, 9am-11am

Ph. 0422628028

Mandy Lake

Jacqui Harris

Monash Uni
Chaplain & Child
Safety Person

Church
Secretary

mandy.lake@
monash.edu
Half-Time
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frankstonuc@gmail.com
Tues-Fri, 9am-1pm
Ph. 0397833400

FROM THE MINISTER…...
From the minister
It feels like the start of a new year! 2019 comes with new opportunities for growing in the way of
Jesus, both as individuals and in the life and witness that we share.
Over Christmas we had some wonderful celebrations of Jesus’ birth, including the more reflective
late service on Christmas Eve, and at the Family Celebration the fun story of Michael Mouse
meeting a whole lot of other animals on their way to see the baby in Bethlehem, but with no gift
to give but “himself, for as long as he needs me”. (In the case of Michael, he was giving himself to
plug a hole in the wall of the stable with his body, to stop a cold draught coming through!)
Thank you to everyone who was involved in various ways.
January has been a time to prepare for ministry and mission in the year ahead, both through the
relative quiet of the holiday period and through readings worth reflecting on, following the
pattern of Jesus’ own life. Two weeks ago the reading was about Jesus’ baptism (Matthew 3), at
which Jesus is affirmed by the voice from heaven of God’s love and pleasure, even before he has
“done” anything. This is where we begin in understanding God’s love for us, too – that “God first
loved us.” (1 John 4:19). Then, last week’s readings (Matthew 4) invite us to consider what
“temptations” we respond the most to – basing our egos on what we do or control; or on how
other people respond to us; or on having security to protect us from our fears. Jesus meets those
temptations and teaches us to know that our identity and hope is secured in God’s love. With our
lives thus centred in God we can follow God’s way into the ministry and mission of the year
ahead.
Looking ahead into this year, in late February there will be a fundraising concert for East Timor
projects – see page 6. Lent starts late (March 6), so more on that in due course. There will soon be
a call for nominations for some new Elders (a few more would be welcome!) in preparation for
the AGM on March 17. Also in preparation for the AGM, this edition of High Street Times includes
a discussion paper on worship times which you are invited to consider prayerfully.
Later this year we will hold a Church Picnic on 3 November (“Melbourne Cup Weekend”) and we
are planning for a Church Camp on 15-17 November. Not everyone will be able to get to both,
but hopefully many will be able to share in one or other of those events to enjoy fellowship
together.
Unfortunately Brenda Cooper is concluding her Pastoral Care role with the congregation;
Brenda’s ministry, friendship and care has been greatly and widely appreciated, and I’m glad that
she will remain a part of our High Street Uniting community. As her role concludes, it is great to
welcome Arthur Poole into the Pastoral Care role on the same kind of 1-day-per-week basis.
Arthur is well known among the congregation, and also to me personally – he was my Presbytery
Minister when I moved to the Horsham Uniting Church about 15 years ago, so I well know the
care and pastoral sensitivity he brings.
May God’s blessings be with us as we move into this year.
David
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Service Times at High Street Uniting Church
Discussion Paper, January 2019
Over the last year, the Elders’ attention has been drawn to the fact that an increasing
number of the older members of the congregation find it extremely difficult, if not
impossible, to complete the tasks of medication regimes and dressing in time to make
it to church at 9am. Some of these now come to the Tuesday communion services every
second month, at 11:30am instead. The Church Council talked about this in December,
and resolved to raise the matter with the whole congregation through this discussion
paper.
In the course of our discussion, it was pointed out that the services have not always
been at their current times, and indeed there was a period when the contemporary and
traditional services swapped time slots at different times of year.
Some of the issues to be considered are noted below.
The main options are:





Traditional service at 9:00, Contemporary at 10:40
Traditional service at 9:30, Contemporary at 11:00
Contemporary at 9:30, Traditional at 11:00
Contemporary at 9:00, Traditional at 10:40

(as currently)

A fifth option would be to have combined services at 10:00 throughout the year.
Anecdotal feedback is that while many people appreciate having combined services
from time to time, most prefer the variety and the difference that the two services
provide.
The issues involved include:
 Being late enough for those who have trouble with early starts (old or young)
 Being early enough for people to get to other activities on Sundays
 Encouraging mixing over morning tea; if the Traditional service was second,
encouraging starting with morning tea before the service
 Car parking management
 Volunteers to help clean/prepare the church between services
Over the next month, we would like to encourage prayerful reflection by individuals
and groups as to how we can best worship, witness and serve together through the
shape of our Sunday mornings.
Our aim is to reduce the possible options to the best two, to be ultimately decided
upon at the Annual General Meeting of the congregation on 17 March. Could you and
your interested groups please consider which two options the whole congregation
should have the opportunity to choose between at the AGM, and provide feedback to
the Church Council Executive (Ross Huggard, Kerry Pederick, Keith Holmes and David
Fotheringham).
We could anticipate putting any changes in place after the combined service on Easter
Sunday (which is the beginning of second term, for those who follow school dates).
David Fotheringham
Minister
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Ross Huggard
Church Council Chairperson
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Church Council News
Over recent months, Church Council has been overseeing a number of important
elements of our High Street UC operations. We are most conscious that all we do
and focus upon is intended to both support all we undertake as a congregation, as
well as proactively supporting our wider mission within the Frankston community.
At our most recent meeting, the final one for 2018, on 11 December it was
recognised that we needed to convey some important aspects of our work on your
behalf to you at this time. This report is intended to clarify some of these actions
and plans.
New locks and maintenance
We are most fortunate to have the expert services of Murray Burdett overseeing
the diverse, ongoing maintenance needs of our much-used buildings and
property. He is constantly planning and directing all manner of projects intended
to prolong the usability of our suite of buildings. Most recently, all locks have been
changed so as to enhance security, as well as to upgrade them. Over January, the
asphalt driveway on the sea-side of the church will be resealed. We also need to
plan for the costly, but essential, replacement of the roof in the halls and many
windows. Church Council, with the financial expertise of Keith Holmes, our
Treasurer, is working towards this end result.
Pastoral Care Assistant
It is with great regret that Church Council received the resignation of Rev Brenda
Cooper from the Pastoral Care role for health reasons. She has executed this key
role with much compassion and nurturing and many of you have directly
benefitted. We have been much blessed by her work among us and are delighted
that she will remain in our midst, both as a choir member and periodic preacher.
It is with great delight, however, that Church Council unanimously endorsed
Brenda’s replacement, Rev Arthur Poole, who will be inducted into this role in
February 2019. This will continue to be a one a day week 0.2 position.
Planning for 2019
Church Council endorsed a calendar of events for 2019, including a decision to
move the Food Fair to 6 December. These dates will be circulated in the New Year.
In addition, considerable discussion took place about reviewing our timing for
services in 2019, acknowledging that for some people, the current arrangements
may preclude them from being regular attendees. As a result, we will be
developing a discussion paper for your consideration, as a prelude to voting on
two potential options at the Annual General Meeting on 17 March.
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Financial challenges
Whilst under Keith’s watchful eye, our finances are healthy and our situation in the
short-term is comforting, it is also recognised that future challenges exist, just as
experienced in many churches today. If our planned giving continues to trend
downwards, funding for programs and outreach will need to be cut in the future.
It was also noted that the 30 year lease by the Brotherhood of St Laurence of the
former Wesley property, allows for the organisation to purchase the property after
20 years have elapsed, in 2023. Were this to occur, this would significantly impact
on our financial situation and could provide us with a significant boost.
As a congregation, with a commitment to ‘strengthening community’, we are
committed to supporting outreach within our local community, as is readily
apparent on our support for Operation Larder. Church Council received a request
for funding for the revamped Community Breakfast outreach initiative. Happily, we
agreed to redirect $1,000 from previously allocated funds for Operation Larder,
following their recent $10,000 grant from the Collier Foundation.
Ross Huggard, Chairperson

LETTER RECEIVED FROM MARGARET SHILTON:
Dear friends,
I will be leaving you all due to worsening health issues and need to say how much I have welcomed
your prayers and support.
I will be going to live over at Ocean Grove to be near my daughter - I will be going to a nursing home
and will let you know the address as soon as I can.
When Neil and I came to Frankston we were welcomed with open arms and we felt at home among
friends. Thank you for accepting us readily.
I will not see many of you again which is sad but it is a fact of life. I hope you enjoy the upright Piano
in the Chapel - it was Neil’s mother’s Piano brought out from England.
Please pray for me at this transition phase of my life, it’s hard having your possessions and home sold
by your children.
If any of you would like a day out, I would welcome a visit. I will try and make contact with the Ocean
Grove Church as church is very important in my life.
Thank you most sincerely for all your help, and encouragement for both Neil and myself, you are all
my good friends and I will miss you all more than I can say. Things change and we must accept
changes in our lives , good or bad, it is all up to God and our faith.
Your friend in Christ,
Margaret Shilton
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We went back to East Timor last year for ten days and as
usual it was busy, and a mixture of frustrating, very
rewarding, and sometimes inspiring experiences
We arrived to have the computers we had brought
impounded, to find the drainage from the house was not
working, nor the house water supply, (“No worries”- they
are used to such things and don’t fix them), the printers
had stopped working, the villagers were not paying the
maintenance man, and various people were coming out of
the woodwork wanting our financial help.
But three of our first four students are now in their final
year of university and doing work experience, and they are
inspiring.
Candida, who had no parents, came to the student house
four years ago with top marks and entry into the best
university, (doing finance), but was so tiny, looking as if
she had never had enough to eat and always looking so
sad. We were very worried about her.
But we were at our house one evening recently when she
came home from her work experience, working in the
finance department of the Government. And she arrived
back at the student house in her high heels and a very
smart jacket looking the perfect business woman and
looking so happy. And she was loving the work. And as
soon as she got home she went in to supervise the dinner
preparation as we were staying for dinner.
And Januario was the wild boy from our village. We didn’t
think he would cope with university. But he has now
nearly finished his degree in administration. His university
couldn’t find him work experience, but he found it himself,
in a big town up in the mountains. And he is
unrecognisable as the perfect administrator in his work
blazer and doing exceedingly well.
All the others are doing well, and are so hard working,
and appreciative and look after each other very well.
We get to know them through our games of “Rummikub”
and we have been doing English classes with them, both
of which are a lot of fun. We had employed an English
lecturer to teach them English but he was not very
good. We are now trying two young students who have
good English. But it is really good that we are now able to
communicate directly with them, with some effort on both
sides.
Up in the mountains the rains are better this year but we
were persuaded to go to village down the road towards
Hatulea from what we think of as our village, where we
were told that they were desperate for water. We had a
meeting there and the men said “We will have no water
before the end of the dry season and people will die. It is
urgent, please help!”
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We said we thought we could and John and Sabino (our
young engineer) went for a walk in the jungle to have a look
and discovered that there had been a water supply once,
there was a dam and an outlet and some taps but the pipes
were broken and there were a lot of new houses which
never had water. So we were very glad to find the cost for
quite a big village (1000 or so people) was not nearly as
expensive as we had expected.
And this time, after talking to some Rotarian friends in Dili,
we decided to get everyone who wanted water to sign an
agreement that they would help with the work and then
contribute to the maintenance of the scheme. And Sabino
tells us that work in now underway.
We again stayed in our village with Martino, the
headmaster. He invited several of the ladies to come down
to his house and we presented them with the new sewing
machine and the materials and cottons sent by the Mission
Guild ladies. Being a new machine there was much
excitement opening it. And one older lady said she knew
how to use it.
But then big troubles! No one could work out how to set it
up. Finally John said “How about we read the
instructions!” And that worked, many smiles and much
relief.
We had taken 14 quite old laptop computers given to us by
Mt Eliza secondary College and Mt Erin College, but were
greeted at the airport on landing by about eight fierce
looking customs officials. They said “Show us the invoices
so you can pay customs on these.” We said “They are gifts
– no invoices.” Much disputation, then Sabino who had met
us, said if we officially give them to the NGO he works for
there will be no customs.
But it took ten days of lengthy visits to the customs office,
much paper work, and we think a gift to the customs officer
from Sabino, to have them released. That is East Timor we
are afraid. But now all our students again have working
computers, much needed, and we have replaced the
printers that have stopped working.
Since we have come home we have heard that our good
little rented house near the Plaza has been sold and we
have had to move our students to a house further out. But
we think they will enjoy being closer to the country and it is
still on a good bus route. We would really like to build
another permanent house if we could find some good land.
Probably a priority, but it is getting more expensive.
We need to offer accommodation in our house to another
girl this year, we have a spare bed. (Cost about $500AUS a
year for food and university fees if she can get into the
National university). And the rent on our second house is
going up as Dili accommodation is getting more sought
after. And it would be lovely to be able to help another
village to build toilets, (at $100AUS per toilet.)
We are very grateful to Bronwen for her concert to raise
money to help with these things and to the encouragement
and gifts to help from you people.
John and Marion Coulson
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