
1  

 

 



2  

 



3  

 



4  

 



5  

 

Advent is a time of waiting 
A year ago, a friend moved into a new house. Much work needed 

to be done to renovate the house and the garden. He initially had 

plans to have it well under way within the first year. Things have 

moved slower than my friend expected. And he learned this has 

been a good thing. It’s given him time to listen to the rhythm of the 

seasons in this new place where the weather patterns and growing 

conditions were very different to what he had been used to; to listen 

to the wisdom of others regarding what plants would grow best; to 

observe the local birds and see what they need. 

After this time of listening, he has made the difficult decision to 

cut down several native trees in his garden. Difficult because he’s 

observed the birds love them. Difficult because he finds them 

beautiful and the light filters through the leaves in a way that he finds 

delightful. But they are not indigenous to the area and others like 

them have become pests in local bushland only a short distance 

from his new house (the birds love the seeds too much and help 

spread the trees widely!). 

There is a real cost for my friend in being a good bushland 

neighbour financially, aesthetically, and through the loss of the birds 

he’s enjoyed while more appropriate plants recover the space. But 

as I think of his story, I am reminded of a slogan that was popular 

over 20 years ago: “Think globally, act locally”. 

My friend is not involved in putting up wind farms or solar energy 

farms; he does not speak on the global stage. But the changes 

he is making in his garden will have an impact on the local native 

bushland close to his house. He is helping to reduce the pressure 

on it to survive as committed local people work to rehabilitate it 

back close to its original form. Every action, however small, each of 

us takes to be more mindful of our environment, and our choices 

within it, makes a difference. 

So, what does this have to do with Advent? In Advent we are called 

to a time of waiting and watching. Sometimes, it takes time to hear 

and know how God is calling us to act. We are called to wait and 

watch and listen carefully. God, through Christ, seeks the renewing 

of all creation (Col 1:20), not just the human creatures! God calls 

us into partnership to work towards that renewal now and into the 

future. 

Perhaps with God, we are called to “Think cosmically, act locally.” 

Written by Mel Perkins 
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Summarised Statement of Income/Expenditure for  

9 Months to 30th September 2019 

INCOME Budget Actual 

Planned Giving/Open Plate   100500   100537 
Rental Income - High St & Manse   40500   44158 
Donations   1125   1900 
Donations: Children's Outreach   375   370 
Reimbursements/Miscellaneous   3750   3831 
Goods and Services Tax       5107 
Fete   7000   7253 
Interest - Cash Management 

Account   1000   1308 
GST Reimbursement MBA     2250   2823 
Atkinson Foundation Income   2000   2739 
Guest Foundation Income     3000   3485 
Bomar Grant   48170   49666 
Transfer from Wesley Lease   45200   45269 

TOTAL INCOME  254870  268446 

EXPENDITURE     

Ministerial Costs   147750   140351 
Administration Costs   38000   36028 
Planned Giving Expenses   1000   733 
Property Costs:         
Fire Brigade Levy 375   685   
Cleaning/Maintenance 21750   22575   
Rates: Council/Water 5625   4745   

Gas/Electricity 6000 33750 4663 32668 
Insurance   8000   7700 
Sunday School/Children's Outreach   750   27 
Organ/Choir/Copyright   1500   1857 
Goods and Services Tax       4959 
Miscellaneous   7500   6306 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE  238250  230629 

Outreach:         
Mission and Service Fund 23850   23859   
FHS Chaplaincy 0   0   
Tom Sutherland   375   0   
Community Support 1500 25725 1500 25359 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE  263975  255988 

TREASURER’S REPORT  
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VOF will recommence 1st 

week in February 2020 

PLAY GROUP w
ill 

recommence 

1st week in
 February 2020 

The Community BBQ WILL 
be operating on Christmas Day 

and New Years Day.  



11  

 



12  

 



13  

 



14  

 



15  

 



16  

 



17  

 



18  

 



19  

 



20  

 



21  

 



22  

 



23  

 



24  

 


