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Read:  Acts 1: 1-14 
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A1-14&version=NRSV 

 
 
The disciples ask our question. It’s almost disconcerting to find that the same question that 
we have is the same question that they have – their world has been turned upside down, 
they are looking to Jesus, who is risen from death and teaching about the kingdom, and 
they want to know, just as we do: When will you restore the “normal” we expect? Is this 
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel? 
 
The context is perhaps a little bit different, but the sentiment is so much the same. We’re 
in this in-between space, this time of waiting. In the original version in Acts, the disciples 
know Jesus risen: he’s been teaching about the kingdom, and they’re ready for it – in fact, 
they are starting to get curious. This kingdom that Jesus is teaching about: is it for now, or is 
it for the future? Surely now would be a good time, because they are feeling a bit 
vulnerable: the disciples have been caught under the oppression of the Roman rulers, who 
had demonstrated their impatience with their cause by crucifying Jesus; and they are still 
being cautious because going out and mixing with the crowds might bring them into 
contact with informants. So, for them, “restoring the kingdom to Israel” would reset world 
politics in favour of God’s chosen people, giving them freedom and peace.  
 
For us, maybe we aren’t so bold as to ask for a resetting of politics, because most of us 
don’t experience Australian politics as oppressive, and maybe we recognise that in a lot of 
instances politics has been set aside briefly to support many individuals and communities 
through the restrictions; but “restoring the normality” of the kingdom of Australia – and the 
world – would be just wonderful. We and the disciples in Acts are the same, looking, quite 
naturally, for an indication of when we can relax, be safe, be free. 
 
So it’s important to hear Jesus well. 
 
He is teaching about the kingdom of God in which we already are a part, and which is yet to 
fully come. In the very first paragraph of the book of Acts we are told that the risen Jesus 
was teaching the disciples about the kingdom of God, which surely was about building up 
the kinds of images that we know from Luke’s first book, the gospel according to Luke. So 
Jesus was surely teaching about the kingdom of God being like leaven, or yeast, a little of 
which affects the whole loaf; or like a mustard seed, a little one of which set out growth 
and branches that spread like a tree; and the kingdom is present among us, within us; even 
as we pray “Father, your kingdom come”. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A1-14&version=NRSV


His call to his disciples, of all the ages, is to be witnesses of him, and the kingdom he brings; 
and so as we read further in Acts that’s exactly what those first disciples are, as they also 
teach about the invitation to lean into the kingdom of God, to lean into the love of God, to 
practice trust and faith in God, to live that in justice and compassion for all. 
  
And yet, at this point, they are told to wait on God. The reign of Israel is not about to be 
normalised. The pattern of society from 2019 is not about to be re-established as though 
divinely ordained. But if that sounds hard, know this: Jesus calls us to wait, to pray, and to 
anticipate the new ways in which the Holy Spirit will come to work through us. 
 
The first part is to wait. For some, at the moment, there are ways in which this is a very 
busy waiting time; for others (if not for all, in some ways) the waiting is the hardest thing. 
But for Jesus’ disciples, the waiting comes with a posture of anticipation. God will do 
something, even if it’s an outpouring of the Spirit on a group of waiting people, to set them 
up for the proclamation of Good News, of restoration for the poor and the neglected; of the 
compassion of God for all. 
 
And so the invitation is to be in prayer. Throughout both Luke and Acts –  compiled by the 
same author – Jesus teaches the church to pray. Jesus himself prays before his baptism and 
the descent of the Spirit upon him; similarly the disciples, the women and men and family 
around Jesus, are faithful in prayer before the descent of the Spirit on the church. 
 
So that’s a key invitation here. Not for prayer out of guilt – I’m very conscious that for a lot 
of people, prayer is actually hard – it’s easy to be distracted and it’s easy to feel guilty about 
not devoting enough time to it. But the prayer that we are invited into is not about our 
efforts to pray. It’s about listening for God; it’s about placing the world before God in 
anticipation that God has something in mind; it’s about praying that God’s kingdom would 
come and that our witness would honour it. Otherwise I might find the uncertainly about 
what lies ahead a bit scary, but actually prayer helps to align me and prepare me for 
wherever God leads. 
 
So in whatever ways you can pray, whether as you go for a walk, or journal, or prepare a 
meal, or cry for patience, or do something beautiful, or remember people before God, we 
are making the way for the Holy Spirit, and so for the Kingdom of God. 
 
 


