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FROM THE MINISTER
Dear friends in Christ,
It is wonderful that some of us are able to get back together in church;
and just as wonderful that we are able to connect in real time with
people on phones and zoom at the same time, and so be joined in
worship wherever we are. It’s a delight to be able to share together in
this way.
It’s also a delight to be experimenting with the contemporary service
on the first Sunday of each month. Last month we celebrated the
bapstim of Tayla with a service at the beach; March will see us joining
the community for Clean Up Australia Day near the beach or around
our homes; and in April we will celebrate Easter with a Dawn service
shared with our Anglican friends.
Starting in March, Hannah’s hours will increase to half-time. Until the
end of June, her focus will be on leading the development of a clear
vision for where we will be in Children and Family ministry over the next
5 years.
I offer here a reminder of the sermon that I preached on the Sunday of
Tayla’s Baptism, when the Bible reading was of Jesus healing Simon’s
mother-in-law, being found in prayer in the dark hours of the night,
and making the difficult choice to go to serve in the places where God
was calling (Mark 1:29-39). When we are baptised into Christ, we are
called to:
- Care for the person in front of you, which in so many ways is our
vocation in all of the ordinary, “household” time in our lives;
- Pray, not because it’s a nice thing to do, but as part of genuinely
listening for and struggling with the things God calls you to;
- Serve, in the ways that God calls you, sharing God’s peace.
This is where Jesus’ baptism led him; may we be ready to follow.
Peace and grace,
David

A Lenten Prayer, from UCA President Dr
Deidre Palmer
Compassionate Christ,
You speak to our deepest longings for love, hope and meaning. You call us into
communion with you. Draw close to us, as we take time in this season, to pray, to reflect,
and to open our lives to the transforming presence of your Holy Spirit.
As we journey with you to Jerusalem and remember your suffering, we pray you will open
our hearts to the suffering of the world. Open our eyes and ears to see the needs of our
neighbours and hear the voices of those who are grieving and wounded. Strengthen our
resolve to journey with you into justice, and into solidarity with all those who long for
liberation.
As we journey with you to Easter, may you renew us in following your Way and empower
us to be bearers of God’s good news of love, compassion and hope to our world.
Amen.

For Our Prayers.....
Each month, High Street Times publishes the names of some of the people who
are associated with our congregation, but who find it difficult or are not able to
attend on Sunday mornings. We particularly include in our prayers:
Shiela Knoop, Barbara O’Malley, Gwen Paxino, Audrey Smith, Glad Thuraisingha,
Audrey LaBrooy, Ruth Conn, Fay Dungey, Marie de Silva, Lola Coupe, Eileen
McCarty, Molly Maughan, Pat Johnson, and Ruth Poole.
Pray for the Jenkins, after the death of Alan’s sister Joyce.
Pray for Heather Rawson and her husband Bob
Pray for all those who have loved ones with whom they have much reduced
contact.
Pray for healthcare and ‘front-line’ workers.
Pray for the people of Myanmar, for a swift return to democracy and for an
inclusive and generous society.
Pray for the people of the Pacific Islands in their recovery from natural disasters.
Pray for wisdom as it becomes possible to engage in gathered activities and
community service over the coming weeks.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend ourselves and all
those whom we love, trusting in your love and grace for us in
Jesus, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.

CONTEMPORARY
WORSHIP
SUNDAY MARCH

7 , 2021
th

On the first Sunday of every month, the Contemporary Worship Group is
engaging in worship in different ways in different places. The Bible readings
on the First Sunday of Lent remind us of God’s love for all living flesh in
creation. The Contemporary service on 7 March is going to take the form of
joining in with the Clean Up Australia work with the Frankston Beach Patrol.
We met at 9N Pier Promenade, near the playground at the south end of the
Frankston foreshore. Sign-in is from 9:15am, with information and safety
training at 9:30; cleaning will begin at 9:45 and then sorting from 10:45. It will
be best to arrive in time for the start, so that you know what you are doing! If
you are not able to assist in this way, consider teaming up with some
neighbours and doing some cleaning locally that morning; and then we can
join together on zoom at 11:15 to reflect on what we’ve done and offer our
prayers for the environment to God.

WORSHIP LINKS
TRADITIONAL
(9:00am)
Phone: (03) 7018 2005;
Meeting ID: 616 254 006;
Participant ID: (none – just press #); Password: 3199.
If you want to join using a video link that is also possible
by going to
https://zoom.us/j/616254006
CONTEMPORARY
(10:40)
https://zoom.us/j/556610676
or phone (03) 7018 2005; Meeting ID: 556 610 676;
Password: 3199.
WEBSITE:
Reflections accessible in text format.
https://www.frankstonuniting.org.au/
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EASTER

CELEBRATE AND WORSHIP WITH US
FOR A BLESSED AND HAPPY EASTER!
GOOD FRIDAY - 10am

Worship at 10:00am, both in the church and on zoom/phones. To connect on
zoom, please use the links for the Traditional worship. ALL welcome.

EASTER SUNDAY

Don’t forget that Daylight Savings ends….

DAWN SERVICE - 6:45am

There will be an early morning service, combined with the Anglican Church, on
Sunday morning at 6:45am, in the garden at the Anglican Church.
(Note: this will be the special first-Sunday-of-the-month service for the
Contemporary worship group; there is no 10:40 service).

EASTER WORSHIP - 9am

9:00am at the church and on zoom/phones. To connect
on zoom, please use the links for the Traditional worship.

Visit: www.frankstonuniting.com

OFFERINGS

If you are not connected to regular
direct debit, one-off or regular offerings can be made to the church by
transfer to
FRANKSTON UNITING CHURCH
BSB: 063 133
Account: 800128
Description: OFFERING
Alternatively, keep a bowl for your offerings at home, or mail a cheque to the church Treasurer
at 31 Lucerne Crescent, Frankston 3199

SHROVE TUESDAY

Here's a photo of how we celebrated a covid safe Pancake Day,
featuring Gill with some of the pancakes that she and Alan prepared
and packaged before worship on Sunday and had available for people
to take home, for a donation. Funds raised from Pancake Day are used
by Uniting Vic.Tas to help some of the most vulnerable and marginalised
people in our communities. These range from emergency relief for
families facing food crisis, to supporting homeless people into
permanent accommodation; from finding work for people with disability
to supporting an older person to live independently in their own
home.You can still show your support, by direct debit payment to our
account, referencing PANCAKES in the description. Offerings can be
made directly to:
FRANKSTON UNITING CHURCH BSB: 063 133 Account: 00800128
Description: PANCAKES

Refining
Silver
Malachi 3:3 says: "He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver.This verse puzzled some
women in a Bible study and they wondered what this statement meant about the
character and nature of God. One of the women offered to find out the process of
refining silver and get back to the group at their next Bible Study.
That week, the woman called a silversmith and made an appointment to watch him
at work. She didn't mention anything about the reason for her interest beyond her
curiosity about the process of refining silver.
As she watched the silversmith, he held a piece of silver over the fire and let it heat up.
He explained that in refining silver, one needed to hold the silver in the middle of the
fire where the flames were hottest as to burn away all the impurities.
The woman thought about God holding us in such a hot spot then she thought again
about the verse that says: "He sits as a refiner and purifier of silver."She asked the
silversmith if it was true that he had to sit there in front of the fire the whole time the
silver was being refined.
The man answered that yes, he not only had to sit there holding the silver, but he had
to keep his eyes on the silver the entire time it was in the fire. If the silver was left a
moment too long in the flames, it would be destroyed.
The woman was silent for a moment. Then she asked the silversmith, "How do you
know when the silver is fully refined?" He smiled at her and answered, "Oh, that's easy when I see my image in it."
If today you are feeling the heat of the fire, remember that God has His eye on you
and will keep watching you until He sees His image in you.(Anonymous)
Submitted by Ian Cayzer

The Baptism and Confirmation of
TAYLA ANNA WAGNER
On 7 feb, the contemporary congregation met by the Sea to
celebrate the service of baptism and confirmation for Taylor
Wagner. Taylor had been preparing for this day for over a year and
participating in a number of confirmation classes, before the
corona virus changed things for us all. After months of waiting
during the Covid lockdown period, it was wonderful to be together
again in person , and was a special time for the contemporary
congregation as we celebrated the faith commitment of one of our
teenagers. It was also one of the coldest days this summer, so
congratulations to David and Taylor who braved the conditions! I’m
sure it will be a day to remember!

THE UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA:
HIGH STREET CONGREGATION
PROPOSED BUDGET 2021
Income/Expenditure for 12 months

Congratulations!!!!

ON THE 6TH FEBRUARY, 2021
TOM & JUNICA TIED THE KNOT,
WE WISH THEM ALL THE BEST
FOR THE FUTURE!!

UPDATING TRADITIONAL ROSTERS

Now that worship has resumed in person, we are updating our church rosters. We
understand there may be some changes needed to accomodate peoples
availability for these roles. If you are listed on a roster and feel that you are
unable to assist, please let the office know. Alternativley if you would like to
volunteer to help we have several roles that we could do with more helpers;
Stewards Roster
Cleaning Between Services
Data Projection & Sound (training provided)
Bible Reading
Please contact Jacqui in the church office for more information.

Kids Corner
CHOCOLATE
SPIDERS
Ingredients

100 g fried noodles
2 tbs crunchy peanut butter
200 g CADBURY Baking Milk Chocolate

Method
1. Microwave the chocolate and
peanut butter until melted.
2. Mix well to form a smooth paste.
3. Add the noodles and coat well with the
chocolate mixture.
4. Spoon the mixture onto a tray lined with
baking paper and refrigerate until set.

TRAD ROSTER

