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We acknowledge the sovereign First Peoples of the 
lands and waters where we live and work across 
the country and pay our respects to Elders past and 
present who have cared for these lands for 
millennia. We are committed to walking together 
seeking justice and reconciliation. 

mailto:frankstonuc@gmail.com
http://www.frankstonuniting.org.au/
mailto:johnannable@bigpond.com
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Sign up now for Uniting in Prayer 2024, 35 days of 
prayer and connection for the whole Uniting 
Church 

The Act2 Project has moved into the third and final 
phase, Recommendations for Action. From December 
2023 the Project has been working through hundreds 
of responses from across the Uniting Church and 
developing recommendations for the 17th Assembly in 
July 2024.  

Uniting in Prayer is a time to pray and reflect on our past and present as the Uniting Church and 
what God might have in store for our future. All who call the Uniting Church home are invited to 
join together in thanksgiving and hope to pray and seek the leading of the Spirit for the years 
ahead. 

This year we will be drawing on the upcoming Assembly theme, “Threads of Love, Weaving 
Christ’s Love Across Cultures and Boundaries” as a catalyst for reflection. 

During these days of prayer we will join together to pray and reflect on our past and present as 
the Uniting Church. Seeking to acknowledge and honour our shared humanity in God our creator, 
and act upon our shared call to shape a world that mirrors the love and unity Christ has for us all. 

Daily Prayers 
We'll be sharing daily prayers over the 35 days drawn from people across the breadth of the 
Uniting Church and our faith tradition. Sign Up using the link above to receive them each day 
by email, or find them on Facebook and Instagram. The full set of prayers will also be available 
as a pdf to download on the 17th of May. See below for the download link 

Gathered Worship 
The Act2 Project Unit in partnership with the Assembly Transforming Worship Circle has 
provided some rich resources, including a full service of worship, prayers, intergenerational 
activities and creative worship ideas. Biblical reflections are also available to aid your 
reflection or preaching. 

Pray at Home 
The Act2 Project Unit has offered an intergenerational resource written for young children 
and families to take part. Each day has a short reflection, question for sharing and a prayer. 
This is a great conversation starter around the dinner table, in the garden, heading to school, 
or wherever you spend time together! Although aimed at a younger age range, it’s easy to 
tweak for whoever is around your table. 

Prayer Chain 
Through Uniting in Prayer different parts of the Uniting Church will be connected to each 
other through a national prayer chain. The prayer chain has been sent by email and is now 
available in full below. If your community didn't receive it or you're not on the list, please 
email the Act2 team. uca.act2@nat.uca.org.au 

Online Prayer Gathering 
On the 29 May we’ll be hosting a national online time of prayer, open to all. This will be a 
wonderful expression in real time of what we dream will happen across the country during 
Uniting in Prayer - people gathering to seek the Spirit and pray for each other, our Church 
and our life. 

Join us on Zoom on Wednesday 29 May, 7:30pm AEST. 
For registration or more information    act2uca.com 

https://uniting.church/on-the-road-to-the-17th-assembly/
https://www.act2uca.com/unitinginprayer2024
https://www.facebook.com/UnitingChurchAu
https://www.instagram.com/unitingchurchau/
mailto:uca.act2@nat.uca.org.au
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Rev Ross Writes 
It seems that we have come to the end of the trend in cinema 
for superhero movies that has dominated our screens for last 
10 years.  Maybe they were dominant because the 
generations that grew up on comic books and cartoons are 
now at an age to buy their own movie tickets.  Or maybe it 
was more about the technology of movie making being able 
to replicate the fantasy world of comics.  Or maybe it was 
people seeing the world as out of control, and their feeling of 
helplessness leads to the desire for a ‘superhero’.   
Corruption, wars, violence, and crime seem to be beyond the 
control of the law, beyond the control of people, and so a 
‘hero’ or ‘heroes’ are needed.  Heroes with abilities beyond 
the normal.   
 
And maybe the end of this era of superheroes has come because people have seen that that 
is a false need we have, and superheroes are not in control of things anymore that normal 
people.  Indeed, in all the movies these ‘heroes’ seem to cause more damage than they 
prevent. 
 
The big objection in my mind is that the cry for a superhero is a denial of both the gospel and 
our understanding of community and democracy.  You don’t need superheroes when people 
stand up for what is right and act together.  While the Gospel could be seen as a ‘superhero’ 
story, indeed there was a book written in the 1980’s called The Gospel according to Superman; 
Strange visitor with powers and abilities far beyond mortal man, the reality is that the story of 
Jesus was confined to Jerusalem and Nazareth, the world changing effect of the Gospel came 
through the work of the Spirit on communities of faithful people standing up for what is right in 
their area of the world.  The church is the present body of Christ, and we are called to stand 
up and fight for what is right.   
 
It is true that we have a world full of problems, and most of it seems beyond our control, but 
there is no basis for giving in and hoping for God to solve all the problems.  It is for each of us 
to stand up in our little bit of the world and resist what we know to be wrong, and for the church, 
as a whole to act and speak for what is right.  You don’t need superheroes when ordinary 
people can act heroically, and you don’t need to picture Jesus as a superhero when we can 
each fulfil our place in the world as the people of God. 
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We pray...  

• For those within our church family who find it 
difficult or are unable to attend worship, 
including:   Sheila Knoop, Gwen Paxino, Audrey 
Smith, Audrey LaBrooy, Ruth Conn, Marie de 
Silva, Lola Coupe, Margaret Snyder and Barbara 
Yates.  

• For the family and friends of Beth McNamara, who died recently. 

• For Marj Mitchell who is unwell currently. 

• For Jessie Williams, recovering after a knee replacement. 

• For Marilyn Downing, recovering after shoulder surgery. 

• For the Carolus family, with Eileen receiving care, and her sister Val and family. 

• For Roy Gieseman, with upcoming surgery. 

• For all who are in poor health and having treatment, including Jen Johnson, and 
Michelle Clarkson. 

• For all those affected by the terrible deaths and injuries at Bondi Junction 
shopping centre, for the victims’ family and friends, for the police and emergency 
services and health workers.  For the distraught parents of the perpetrator.  

• For all affected by the violence at the Good Shepherd Church in Sydney, including 
the Bishop and Father, the police injured in the riots, and the other emergency 
services caught up in the conflict. 

• For all affected by violence against women, and the family and friends of all the 
women killed recently. 

• For the conflict in Israel and Palestine. 

• For Ukraine, still under attack from Russia. 

• For all those living with mental health needs in our church family and our 
community, and our country. 

• For those around Frankston who experience homelessness. 

• For those struggling with the ever-increasing cost of living. 

The prayer chain regularly and continuously keeps particular needs in prayer. You can ask for 

prayers through the prayer chain by contacting Marlene, phone 5971 2840 or emailing 

directly to hsuca-prayer@googlegroups.com.  The prayer chain is a small group of church 

members who are dedicated to prayer, and consider all communication and prayer needs 

strictly private and confidential unless specified otherwise. 
 

mailto:hsuca-prayer@googlegroups.com
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Fete time is fast approaching so it’s time to get the jars ready and look out 

those recipes to stock the stalls. 

We  need:  Pickles, Jams and preserves of all kinds and of course 
cakes, slices scones etc. 
 
Our faithful Trash and Treasure volunteers: Graham Peacock and 
Robert Latimer are no longer able to lift heavier items so are 
appealing for some “stronger backs” to help with arrivals and 
disposals after the event. 
 
If you want to get involved in the fete market then there are still spots available. Have a chat 
with  Marg Scarlett 0419 805 362 or email her at  info@margscarlett.com  
  
And don’t forget to turn up to grab the Mother’s Day Bargains on Saturday May 11th 
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The Old Lady Turns 100 

A hundredth birthday slipped by recently without anybody making any fuss.  

Our wonderful Aeolian pipe organ was built in the 1920’s and installed in the home of the 
General Manager of Kodak Australia, Thomas Baker at a cost of £2,000.  Many a happy concert 
party was held at “Manyung” in Mornington with ex World War 1 soldiers being transported in 
Kodak trucks to spend the weekend. 

When the house passed into the hands of Dr John Fullarton Mackeddie, he decided to donate 
it to St Andrews in Frankston, the church he attended in 1939. Over the last 80 years the organ 
has had a number of rebuilds and improvements including a relocation when St Andrews and 
Wesley came together. Her latest refurbishment was recently when her bellows were replaced 
giving her a new voice. 

It is now time to celebrate and we are doing that with a concert. We have engaged services of 
Mr Christopher Cook, one of Australia’s foremost organists and together with some young 
friends he will be presenting a glorious afternoon of music showing how wonderful our organ 
can sound. 

Make sure you keep the date Saturday 4th May free. 2pm for a musical treat. 
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A big thank you from LEGS 
 
Recently the LEGS ladies appealed for some jars for a project they had in mind. Well 
they have completed the task and thank all of the coffee addicts who provided them 
with a goodly quantity.  
What are they up to? Well, the pictures below should give a clue and I  expect you will 
get a chance to buy back your jars at the fete? 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

keep this in mind when you are responding 
“Lord have mercy” during the liturgical services. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We thank Karen Jooste for finding this interesting piece. 
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Our thanks to Keith and his team and to Helen Beeby for the Easter photos. 
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The following article appeared in a previous issue of High St Times and contains information new to myself  
which I thought might interest readers.  Ed. 
‘ 

 
 

 
 

 
  Wesley today. 
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A couple of weeks ago a challenge was issued to the contemporary congregation. Could you write a 
prayer in HAIKU format (three lines: five syllables then seven, then another five) The exercise was 

extremely successful with some very succinct prayers being created. 
Try it yourself. It really focusses the mind. 

 

Loving Father God 
May peace prevail on Earth Lord 

This, my earnest prayer 
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