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We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land 
on which we gather: the Bunarong people and we pay respect to 
their past present and emerging elders and their ancestors. 
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     All Saints' Day?  

                               (From Parade Magazine) 

 

One significant holiday for many Christians falls at the very 
start of November—All Saints' Day. 
 
At this time of year Halloween gets all of the press but the holy 
days surrounding this Oct. 31st date get the religious devotion of 
thousands of Christians worldwide.  
 
Traditionally, the Christian calendar recognizes Oct. 31 as All Hallows’ Eve, horouring the 
ancient tradition of celebrating the eve before a major holy day. Holding a vigil the faithful 
would pray and fast prior to the feast day of All Saints' Day (or All Hallows’ Day). But what 
is All Saints' Day, exactly? 
 
All Saints' Day recognizes those who are known to God as saints—not only those 
canonized by the Catholic church. Therefore, All Saints' Day celebrates all faithful followers 
of Jesus throughout church history. 
 
It’s a feast day remembering those who have gone before us, honouring their lives and 
faithfulness. Believers come together to celebrate continued communion with saints 
through the ages, recognizing their continued participation in the body of Christ. 
 
In the Catholic Church, All Saints' Day is considered a holy day of obligation, meaning 
parishioners are required to attend Mass. If the holy day falls on a Saturday or a Monday, 
Mass attendance is not required. It’s observed in various ways around the world, with 
many visiting the gravesides of loved ones. 
 
Using the western church calendar, Christians observe this feast day on Nov. 1 each year. 
Those in the Eastern Orthodox Church also have an All Saints' Day, but it’s observed the 
first Sunday after Pentecost, usually falling between early June and early July. 
 
All Saints' Day is on Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2022. It’s preceded by All Hallows' Eve on Monday, 
Oct. 31, and followed by All Souls' Day on Wednesday, Nov. 2  
 
All Saints' Day remembers and celebrates all saints, known and unknown. Catholics also 
observe All Souls' Day, honouring the faithful who are awaiting full sanctification. It is not a 
Holy Day of Obligation but praying for and remembering the departed is encouraged 
 
As to the origin of the day Church tradition offers a couple of beginnings for this feast day 
that predates our modern Halloween traditions. One says All Saints' Day was declared a 
feast day on May 13 in 609 AD by Pope Boniface IV. On that day, he consecrated the 
Pantheon at Rome to the virgin Mary and all the martyrs. The official date of November 1 
was established by Pope Gregory III during his reign (731-741 AD), during which he 
dedicated a chapel in St. Peter’s Basilica, honoring “all saints.” One hundred years later, 
Pope Gregory IV made All Saints' Day an official Holy Day for the entire Church, not just 
those churches in Rome. 
 

Another story claims formal observation began in Ireland, gradually making its 
way to Rome, being made official during the 9th century. Informally, celebrations 
of souls are mentioned as far back as 270 AD. 

 

https://parade.com/1291312/kelseypelzer/best-christian-gifts/
https://parade.com/1356345/michelleparkerton/happy-sunday-quotes/
https://parade.com/1359992/michelleparkerton/wednesday-quotes/
https://www.irishcentral.com/culture/dead-welcome-all-souls-day-ireland#:%7e:text=On%20Nov%202%20the%20Irish,and%20speak%20to%20their%20descendants.&text=On%20Nov%202%2C%20All%20Souls,and%20speak%20to%20their%20descendants.


 

 

The collapse of part of the ceiling in the hall reminded me of a similar occasion at my home 
church a couple of decades ago.  When a part of the ceiling fell in before worship one 
Sunday, there was an urgent maintenance need!  We moved worship to the hall and, to be 
on the safe side, the gates at the front of the church were taped off to prevent entry and a 
big sign put up – Danger Do Not Enter.  Some of the members of the church were quite concerned 
about the sign and felt it was embarrassing, and whenever I showed people a photo of the church 
with the sign on the gates it got a laugh.  However, when I was showing the photo, it was usually in 
a mode of serious reflection – is the church dangerous to enter? 
 

Our tradition’s attitude to evangelism has usually been expressed in showing the church to be 
friendly, welcoming place, a place of fellowship, healing and support.  You may remember the 
Christian Television Association adverts from the 1980s showing friendly people saying how much 
they loved being at church for the people and the fellowship.  We would never put up a sign that 
declared the church as dangerous to enter.  We are encouraged to have a focus on hospitality and 
a warm welcome for people.  Several church communities host Fish and Chip nights on a Friday and 
welcome any from the local community to come along.  They can often get two or three times as 
many people on a Friday night as they get on a Sunday morning.  We wouldn’t consider putting up a 
sign that said Danger, Do Not Enter.  But how honest is that to the Gospel?  Yes, we are a community 
of welcome and hospitality and fellowship, but we are also a community of faith.  A faith that says, 
“Do not conform to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”, and “Love your 
enemies and do all the good you can for them”.  Dangerous stuff indeed! 
 

As friendly, loving, welcoming, and supporting as our church community is, we should also remember 
that we are carriers of a Gospel that changes lives.  Entering the building is safe, experiencing the 
hospitality and welcome is safe, but entering ‘the church’ as a baptised member is dangerous stuff.  
As many communities say in an annual Covenant Service (a Methodist tradition), our lives are no 
longer our own, they belong to God in Christ.  Beyond the welcoming hospitality and friendly concern, 
we are called to make known the Gospel, the Good News.  The Good News of the love of God in 
Jesus Christ that calls us to live the dangerous task of proclaiming that love to a world that doesn’t 
want to know about God.  “Danger Do Not Enter” unless you enter with the love of God and the 
support of the Spirit. 
Psalms  
The Psalms have been an important part of Christian worship and theology since the beginning of 
our faith, however, for many they are locked up in old language and references to Temple worship 
and sacrifices and priests and kings.  So, for the past twelve years I have been on a journey of 
transforming the Psalms into modern language referencing Christian community and worship. 
 

Psalm 121 
In my troubles, I look to the strength and majesty of the church.  
Is that the source of my help?  
My help comes from God 
the maker of the church and of everything! 
God keeps a close watch wherever I walk 
and never takes a rest. 
God watches the whole church 
with never a break or a distraction. 
Our God is like an umbrella, 
shading us day and night. 
Our lives are in the care of the God who walks with us. 
Wherever we travel in the service of our God 
we are watched over and cared for by the God who is the same  

   yesterday, today and tomorrow. 
 

         I have a self-published book of 50 Psalms and have copies left if 
anyone would like to explore ancient faith in a new way.           
     Ross  



 

 
 

        

Pastoral Letter from the Moderator  

Floods in Victoria and Tasmania 

                     Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

After some initial rapid and damaging flooding felt in 
various parts of Victoria and Tasmania, a slow-moving 
flood situation continues to evolve in Victoria. In the 
initial rains, and now more slowly, many homes have 
been inundated; many roads have been cut and 
infrastructure damaged; much farmland is or will be 
underwater and many are facing periods of isolation or 
of not being able to return to their homes. 

There are enormous efforts being undertaken to build levees and to prepare for coming floodwaters, 
and huge efforts to clean up after floodwaters have passed – with the likelihood of more rainfall to 
come. 

The greatest concern is for the people whose homes have been flooded and providing for basic 
needs. At this stage, no Uniting AgeWell residential accommodation properties have been directly 
affected, although many Home Care clients have been impacted and AgeWell staff have helped a 
number of clients to relocate to safe accommodation. Uniting facilities have not been directly 
impacted at this stage, and Uniting will be providing important services in many communities in the 
recovery phase. The church and hall at Rochester have been inundated, and Mooroopna has also 
been hit; insurance services have been responding quickly as required. Over the next few weeks, 
longer-term responses that will be needed will become clear. 

The Moderator’s Emergency Response Fund is open for any individual, congregation or Church 
Council who would like to contribute towards disaster responses by the Church. Particular needs will 
be discerned by communities over the weeks ahead, for which the generosity of the wider Church 
will be greatly appreciated. Further details can be found at https://victas.uca.org.au/. 

Psalm 69 begins with words about being found in deep waters, with the floods sweeping over. In the 
centre of the Psalm there is a prayer: 

But as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord. At an acceptable time, O God, in the abundance of your 
steadfast love, answer me. With your faithful help rescue me from sinking in the mire… 

Please pray with me for all those who are disrupted by the floods and who face losses of home, 
business and crops that they may find themselves supported by God’s love and our prayers and 
practical support. Please join me in praying also for those who are working hard in the preparation 
and relief work, and for readiness to respond as needed through the recovery time that still lies 
ahead for communities across the country. 

Grace and Peace, 

 
Rev David Fotheringham. Moderator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://victas.uca.org.au/


 

 
 

 

We pray... 

For those within our church family who find it difficult or are unable to  

attend worship, including:  

Sheila Knoop, Gwen Paxino, Audrey Smith, Audrey LaBrooy, Ruth Conn,  

Fay Dungey, Marie de Silva, Lola Coupe, Molly Maughan, Pat Johnson,  

Margaret Snyder, Beth McNamara, Effie Tilley,and Barbara Yates.  

Also: 

For Rev Ross Pearce and wife Carmen, as they begin their journey with us.  Also, as they make their big 

move into our church manse in early November and commence settling into Frankston.   

For Debra Gibb, following the loss of her mother, Marilyn Gibb recently, and moving into a new unit. 

For the Poole and Pederick families, following the loss of Ruth. 

For Ross Huggard’s mother who is ill. 

For Michelle, daughter of Marilyn and Robert Downing, undergoing treatment for cancer. And for Marilyn 

and Robert Downing, with various health issues. 

For Kerrin Hill, as she continues to recover after hospital and rehab. 

For all others who have been ill or had treatment. 

For all those with mental health needs in our church family and our community.  
For the students and teachers going through VCE exams at the moment. 

 
For the people in Victoria affected by the floods, through their anxious wait for the rivers to peak, and through 
clean up and recovery.  We think of the many volunteers and organisations helping them and the resources 
that are being utilised.  For Michael Downing and other staff at the VCC Emergency Services Ministries. 

For Ukraine: for those fleeing, those caught up in fighting, and those seeking to provide shelter and hope. 

For Tonga, Afghanistan, Bangladesh and the people of Florida, in the aftermath of natural disasters.  

For those around Frankston who experience homelessness.  

For our church as we move forward under a new leader, and for our whole community that we serve in the 

love of God.  

For all those who support the church in ministry and mission.  

The prayer chain regularly and continuously keeps particular needs in prayer.  

You can ask for prayers through the prayer chain by contacting Marlene, phone 5971 2840 or 

emailing directly to HSUCPrayer@googlegroups.com  

+++++++++++++++++++ 

     VCC Emergencies MinistryNational 

Emergency Medals 

On Monday 17th October 2022 at the 
Welsh Church, Melbourne awards were 
presented to volunteers and staff of the 
VCC Emergencies Ministry for the work 
undertaken  during the Bushfires of 
2019-20.  
 
 Members from Frankston who received 
awards were Michael Downing, Robert 
Downing, Andries Jooste, Ian Cayzer, 

Alan Mathews, Mandy Lake, Linda Harvey and Valmai Scully. 
 

I am very proud of the Frankston team and congratulate them for all 
their work in supporting our Victorian community with compassion in 
times of crisis. 

  
Valmai Scully 
                           Area Coordinator Frankston – VCC Emergencies Ministry. 
               
       Also honoured on the day were Jay and Bruce Robinson formerly of our parish. 

mailto:HSUCPrayer@googlegroups.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I would like to thank the High Street Uniting Church community for their support of Frankston 
Vision Impaired Table Tennis Club (Frankston Swish). We have been playing in the back hall of 
the church for 5 months now and our membership is slowly growing. We have had several guests 
including Peta Murphy (Local Member for Dunkley), Nathan Conroy (Frankston City Mayor) and 
President of Blind Sports and Recreation Victoria Maurice Gleeson. We are always happy to 
have members of the congregation pop in for a chat or even a hit of the ball.  
We have been asked to participate in celebrations for International Day of People with a Disability 
down at Frankston Library on the 1st of December. We will be very excited to show the wider 
Frankston Community how we play Swish and possibly having a hit with those interested! 
If anyone knows of people with low vision or blindness who they think would enjoy swish, we 
would love to welcome them to our club! Please contact me at jenni.forbes@vvitta.org.au for 
further information. 
Thanks again for all your support!! 
                                                                             Jenni Forbes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Vision Impaired Table Tennis (also known as Swish)  

    is a fast, invigorating game.  It was developed by people who are blind in Australia and has 
been played here for many years, on both a recreational and competitive level.  The game 
allows people who are blind, vision impaired and sighted to compete on almost equal terms. 

Vision Impaired Table Tennis is like playing table tennis, but instead of hitting a ball over the 
net, the ball is hit under the net and must travel along the surface of the table. The net is at a 
certain height so that those players with various degrees of sight do not have an advantage 
over blind players. The ball has bells in it to make it audible and it is about the size of a tennis 
ball and made of plastic with holes in it. The bat is rectangular with a handle. 

Vision Impaired Table Tennis is either played as a doubles or singles competition. It can be 
played from one game up to the best of five, and the first to eleven or the advantage of 2 after 
eleven. It can be played as singles (two players) or doubles (four players). It is a great activity 
for kids as well as adults, no matter what age or ability. 

 
 

Frankston 
Table Tennis Club 

Vision Impaired 

mailto:jenni.forbes@vvitta.org.au


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
  
               Once again we are indebted to Keith Holmes for his diligence in overseeing the church accounts 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Rosters 
Traditional Worship 

 

Contemporary Worship 
 



 

 

 

  

Donations 
needed for 
hampers… 

Please leave 
at the office. 
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