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Dear Friends,

In the continued cries for justice, we are called to justice and reconciliation — as the prophet Amos
says, “Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream!” (Amos 5:24).
This week we have a reading from 2 Corinthians. In chapters 4 and 5, Paul talks about the glorious
message of the gospel and our calling as a people entrusted with the ministry of reconciliation, the
reconciliation God brings to us in Jesus. Even in the midst of affliction and persecution the message of
hope and life and light continues to shine. “So we do not lose heart”, Paul repeats in these verses.

If you want to be better informed about the state of Indigenous Reconciliation in this country, and to
take action towards a reduction of Aboriginal deaths in custody such as writing to the Minister for
Crime Prevention, Corrections, Youth Justice and Victim Support, a good place to start is Common
Grace. Common Grace is a movement of nearly 50,000 Australian Christians “seeking to live, speak and
act more graciously, more compassionately, more like Jesus in today's world”. Check out their website,
https://www.commongrace.org.au/, for resources and details.

Over the page is an article from the latest “UC National News”, quoting the Assembly President Diedre
Palmer, and UAICC National Chairperson Pastor Mark Kickett.

God’s peace,
David

COMMUNION THIS WEEK

This week there will be the opportunity to share in Holy Communion at home, as part of the
communion of saints distributed through the region. Please have a small piece of bread and a drink
(preferably wine or grape juice) with you, whatever you can manage, if you would like to share in Holy
Communion. You don’t have to have both elements — indeed, you don’t have to take communion in
this way at all, if you are not comfortable with it — but the invitation is there for us to share as we can.

NEWSBEAT and CROSSLIGHT
The latest issue of the Presbytery’s NEWSBEAT, and a bumper edition of the Synod’s CROSSLIGHT, are
available via the links on our website, www.frankstonuniting.org.au, under the NEWS tab.

OFFERINGS

If you are not connected to regular direct debit, one-off or regular offerings can be made to the church
by transfer to FRANKSTON UNITING CHURCH BSB 063 133 Account 00800128 Description OFFERING.
Alternatively, keep a bowl for your offerings at home, or mail a cheque to the church office, 16-18 High Street,
Frankston 3199.

SUNDAY WORSHIP LINKS

TRADITIONAL (9:00am)
Phone (03) 7018 2005; Meeting ID 616 254 006; Participant ID (none); Password 3199.
If you want to join on a computer or ipad, go to zoom.us and “join meeting” using the Meeting

ID details above, or use the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/616254006?pwd=MkhoWjdXemFiUjAyVmN3bXBySURqUT09



https://www.commongrace.org.au/
www.frankstonuniting.org.au
https://zoom.us/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/616254006?pwd=MkhoWjdXemFiUjAyVmN3bXBySURqUT09

CONTEMPORARY (children from 10:25, main worship from 10:40)

Zoom Meeting ID 556 610 676; Password 3199. Join meeting from zoom.us or use the link
https://us02web.zoom.us/i/556610676?pwd=T3k4ARmVUVONIdGR2eEswZVIVWUIXUT09

or phone (03) 7018 2005.

WEBSITE: Reflections accessible in text format at https://www.frankstonuniting.org.au/

THIS WEEK
Tuesday 9, 1:30pm Elders

ARTICLE FROM THIS WEEK’S UNITING CHURCH ASSEMBLY NEWS

The national leaders of the Uniting Church and the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress
have shared grief, outrage, and prayers of solidarity with civil rights protesters in the United States,
where the murder by police of African American man George Floyd has sparked global anger against
racism and police brutality.

Assembly President Dr Deidre Palmer and the Interim UAICC National Chairperson Pastor Mark Kickett
have issued Pastoral Statements.

“I'join with Christian leaders from around the world to express my outrage and deep sorrow over the
murder of George Floyd, and the evil of racism, which gives birth to such acts of inhumanity,” said Dr
Palmer.

“| offer prayers for the Floyd family and for all those in the US who live in fear and ongoing
discrimination because of the colour of their skin.

“We join in solidarity with all those who are working for justice, equity and healing in the US and
particularly with our partner churches, who are deeply committed to this struggle for justice.”

Pastor Mark Kickett described the inhumanity of Mr Floyd’s death in the US as "mind-boggling".

“Today, along with so many people and communities worldwide, | encourage us to be that light that
shines upon the darkness of bigotry, racism, intolerance and hatred and to be that beacon of hope and
life with a message of hope and peace that emanates from the Prince of Peace, our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ,” said Pastor Kickett.

“As Christians we are called to stand up against injustice and oppression. The Prophet Amos (Amos
5:24) speaks very clearly in relation to this matter where he says; ‘But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever flowing stream’ — a line Rev Dr Martin King famously echoed in his “I
Have a Dream” speech.”

The Assembly President commented on the US President’s inflammatory response in co-opting a
Washington church for a photo opportunity.

“In the Bible, our sacred text, we hear God'’s cry for justice for those who are living in poverty, those
who are oppressed by unjust systems, those who are excluded and discriminated against.”

“For the President of the United States to brandish the Bible as an assertion of power over people
seeking justice, is an affront to the prophetic and radical call of Jesus.


https://zoom.us/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/556610676?pwd=T3k4RmVUV0NIdGR2eEswZVlvVUlXUT09
https://www.frankstonuniting.org.au/

“The Jesus we know from the Gospel stories, calls leaders to use their power in service to others, to
call forth in others compassion, justice and kindness, unity and community. These are the leaders, we
are called to be and that we need in the world today,” said Dr Palmer.

Both Dr Palmer and Pastor Kickett urged Australians to focus their attention on racism in our own
country, particularly at the end of National Reconciliation Week.

“Here in Australia | am constantly reminded of the journey that First Peoples, my people, have had to
endure and are continuing to endure and yet the resilience of the First Nations continues to shine
through such great adversity,” said Pastor Kickett.

“We began this National Reconciliation week by saying we need to strengthen our actions for justice,
healing and reconciliation,” added Dr Palmer.

“This is not an abstract call — it is seen expressed daily in our relationships with one another in this
country.

“It is seen when we:
call out racism.

tell the truth about the history of colonisation, dispossession and the undermining of First People’s
culture, language and spirituality.

advocate for First People’s voice to be heard in determining their future.

respect and appreciate the culture and stories of First Peoples, and work together to deepen our
relationships based on reconciliation that arises from justice, and leads to healing.

live in harmony with the sacred land that we share.

“To stand by and remain silent is to be complicit in contributing to a system and world that is against
God’s intention for us all.

“What God desires is for us to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our God. (Micah 6:8)”
said Dr Palmer.

PRAYER - Uniting Church Assembly President Dr Deidre Palmer
Risen, Crucified God,

We cry out for justice for the family of George Floyd and for comfort for all those who mourn his
death.

Forgive us for the sin of racism, and the ways we fail to acknowledge that all people are equal, created
in your image, deeply loved and of infinite worth.

Forgive us for our silence, and the ways we are complicit in racist attitudes and actions.
Stir in us vision, courage and determination to work for justice in Australia.

May your Holy Spirit fill us with your compassion and reconciling love, that we might walk together as
First and Second Peoples in mutuality, respect and delight in our shared life and destiny together.

Through Christ, our liberator we pray. Amen.



